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Day 2 North of Soto La Marina, Tamaulipas. Cafeteria Ojo de
Agua. (N24:13.218 W98:12.504) $0. Route 180 between
Km markers 201 and 202. 144 miles south of Matamoros
(about 3 1/2 hours). Comments: Barren highway with
not many stops. The owner of this store allowed us to park
behind the restaurant. Other Sites: There is a trailer park
at La Pesca. Adventuretours stops at La Gata Camp in
Soto La Marina (Starcher). See day 97.
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Day 3 Tuxpan, Hidalgo. On the beach (La Playa). $0. Take
Route 180 into Tuxpan, and follow signs for La Playa.
Comments: We bypassed Tampico and tried to reach Poza
Rica. Look for a small stand selling refreshments, with a
packed sand drive beyond it passing between houses to the
beach parking lot.

Day & Monte Gordo, Emerald Coast, Hidalgo. Trailer Park Quinta
Alicia. W ® © $10. Route 180 between Poza Rica and
Nautla; Km marker 84, just north of Monte Gordo.
Comments: A fine place with full hookups. We had it to
ourselves. A large caravan was staying up the road at Hotel
Playa Paraiso campsite. Other Sites: There are numerous
campsites all along this beach. (See Day 96)

Day 96 (return) Monte Gorda, Emerald Coast, Hidalgo. Trailer Park
Neptuno (N22:48.856 W98:17.896). @ ® ® $13. Six
miles north of Nautla near km 81 marker. On Route 180.
Comments: Swimming pool Other Sites: Numerous trailer
parks along this beachfront road

Day 5 Veracruz, Veracrui. Balneario Mocambo. ® ® ® $15. South
of city center on Boca del Rio, behind the Hotel & Balneario
Mocambo. Comments: Extra charge for electric hookups. Other
Site near Veracruz (Courtesy Carol Kulish) Playa Chachalacas,
Veracruz. $0. North of Veracruz about 30 miles where Route
180 joins Route 140. Follow signs to Playa Chachalacas and
watch for signs to the Playa, about 5 more miles. This is close to 5

the Zempoala archeological site. See http://www.playachachalacas.com/ Comments: No serv-
ices. Busy place until dark, lots of stands and boat rides available. Watch for soft sand.

Day 6 Lake (atemaco, Veracrui. Trailer Park La Ceiba. @ ® ©
$15. Take main Catemaco entrance off Route 180 next to
Pemex station. Turn right just before arch. 0.5 mile down hill
turn left on the malecén (jetty). The trailer park is on your
left in 0.1 miles.

Day 7 la Venta, 0axaca. Refresqueria Lolita. $0. There is a turn south
to LaVenta oft Highway 190, about 12-15 miles east of the inter-
section with the cross isthmus road, 185, at La Ventosa. The store
of Sra. Dolores Giren Carrasca is on the right just before the town
square. Comments: See write-up for our nice experience here.

Day 8 Ocozocoautla, Chiapas. Hogar Infantil. @ ® $0 (dona-
tions to U.S. address encouraged). From the west, turn oft
towards town at the beginning of the bypass. Pass a cemetery
and at 0.5 miles turn left just before the bus terminal. Go 0.4
miles and look for the Hogar on the right. Comments:
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Electricity had reverse polarity. Other Sites: The entrance to Sumidero National Park, 14
miles (23 km) north of Tuxtla Gutierrez.

Day 9 San C(ristobal de Las (asas, (hiapas. Hotel Bonampak
Trailer Park. @ ® © $16. From the west, avoid the
Periférico and continue into town. The hotel is just
beyond Pemex #0349 on your right. Comments: Plenty
of interesting sights in the area. Other Sites Near San
Cristobal (Courtesy Carol Kulish) Tziscao. Lagunas De
Montebella National Park. About 35 miles east of Mexico
190 between Guatemala border and San Cristébal in
Chiapas (turnoft at La Trinitaria). Take first left in town, down a hill and then left along the
lake to the end. ® $4. Comments: Watch for overhead cables. Power and showers at the
restaurant. San Cristobal de Las Casas, Chiapas. (N16:44 W92:39) “...camped in a grassy
area near the edge of town at the local sports complex. Colleen found the man who is in charge
of the security here and got permission for us to stay for three nights.” (Kirkbride/R egan)

Day 95 Villahermosa, Tabasco. Carrefour Parking Lot
(Supermarket) (N17:59.376 W92:59.376). $0. From the west
take the first oft ramp when crossing the river into town,
marked Teapa 195, turn left and pass under the highway.
From the east, you will pass a WALMART on your right
(another possible camping spot), exit 180 to the feeder road,
this is the main boulevard, Ave. Adolfo Ruiz Cortines.
Continue on feeder road and you will find Carrefour on
your right next to a large cinema complex and near a Sam’s Club. Other Sites: Rancho
Hermanos Graham, 80 miles east, and Campgrounds at Palenque, 70 miles southeast.

Day 97 Manuel (Tampico), Tamaulipas. Comedor La Canchita. (N22:48.856 W98:17.896). $0. Hwy
180, 6 miles north of Manuel, between km marker 9 and 10. East side of the road. Comments:
Friendly family running this comedor, let us park on their fenced property.

Other Sites in Mexico (Courtesy of Kathe Kirkbride and Colleen Regan): Las Cabras, Sinaloa.
“We boondocked in the village of Las Cabras, 50K from the carretera on the road to El Fuerte
from El Carrizo. The comisario, Rogelio Guerrero, would like other RVers to know that they
are also welcome to camp here for 25 pesos per night. I wrote out the words he will put on
a sign on the road...it should say “Las Cabras...RV dry camping...25 Pesos”. It is a very nice
wide area with easy access for any kind of a rig with a large thorny tree near the highway. The
money derived from this venture will go to the local primary school. Las Cabras 1s located at
14 Kilometers from EI Fuerte and 50K from El Carrizo on the road from El Carrizo.” Puerto
Vallarta, Jalisco. “...we found a great boondocking spot on a cliff overlooking the ocean
near Punta Mita several kilometers north of Pto Vallarta. We had originally thought to
approach from the road that goes through Sayulita, but that turned out to be an interesting
side jaunt through a very small town square with lots of onlookers as we extricated ourselves.
The map showed a heavy red line for both approaches to Punta Mita and so we chose the
shortest route. We ended up about five miles west of the main highway on the south road that
angles out to Punta Mita. [t was an overlook point that allowed you to see from one end of
Bahia Banderas to the other so at night we looked south to the lights of Pto Vallarta.”
Punta Perula, Jalisco. (N19:35W105:7).“...we found a beach access road used by the local
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fishermen to get to the beach with their boats. It was right alongside the Punta Perula RV
Park, where one of our members decided to go for the full hookups for the night.”
Cuyutlan, Jalisco. “a large parking lot (N18:55 W104:4) that was right on the beach near
an area that we suspect fills up on the weekends and holidays with hundreds of Mexican fam-
ilies who head for the beaches just like we do...” Maruata, Michoacan. (N18:16 W103:20)
“at the end of an abandoned airstrip in front of a military outpost at the east end of town.”
Playa Linda, Guerrero (N17:41 W 101:39). “...a free camping spot just down the street
from Club Med Ixtapa. It is a large, sandy, peninsular area with ocean on a couple of sides
and a lagoon with beautiful egrets just behind where we camped.” Acapulco, Guerrero.
Diamante RV Park (N16:47,W99:48). Pinotepa, Oaxaca. (N16:20 W98:4) “...abandoned
airstrip next to a soccer field.” Puerto Escondido, Oaxaca. (N15:51 W97:3). “...incredi-
ble boondock spot. We strung ourselves out along a sandy road that paralleled the main street
right next to the beach. As we parked, two men from a nearby hotel arrived to tell us that
we couldn’t park there as it was parking for their guests. The cook in the restaurant on the
beach told us that it was really to keep us from blocking the view of their guests and that it
was a public street and it was fine to stay there. We found a policeman who told us that it was
fine and we stayed for two nights.” Zipolite Beach, 43 miles east of Pto. Escondido,
Oaxaca. (N15:40 W96:31). “...a dirt lot owned by the church...negotiated a rate of 300
pesos for all the rigs for two nights. That works out to $2.50/night/rig.” Tapanatepec,
Oaxaca. (N16:22 W94:11). “...a parking spot between a construction site and the public
market.” Chetumal, Quintana Roo. (N18:39 W88:25) RV park called Cenote Azul, across
the street from the cenote near Chetumal.

Guatemala (bays n-36, and Days 87-89)

Day 11 Huehuetenango. Hotel Los Cuchumatanes. (N15:18.561
W91:27.667). @ ® $5. Ask taxi driver to guide you upon
approaching town! Sector Brasilia, Zona 7, Huehuetenango,
Apartado Postal No. 46 Phone: +502-764-1951 Fax. +502-
764-2816. Other Sites: Ruinas Zaculeu (or “further on the
same road at the riverside”). The ruins are west of town
(N15: 20.023 W91:29.529) and worth a visit. Approach is
difficult from town because of the narrow streets. A better
access to the Ruins with an RV is as follows: The Ruins are 17.2 miles oft the highway. Turn
west off Pan-American Highway at yellow, zona militar (N15:18.397 W91:31.621), pass big
military base on left. This turnoff is 3 miles west of the main turnoft for Huehuetenango
(N15:17.000 W91:29.474). At the Metro gas station (N15:19.294 W91:29.717), go Northwest
between soccer fields on dirt road. Take two left forks. At main blacktop road turn left about
0.4 miles to the ruins.

Day 12 Quetzaltenango (Locally called Xela). Servicio Mecanico Industrial. $33/mo parking
Comments: This is where we stored our rig while living with the dePalma family.
Guatemalensis Spanish School can set you up, see Language Schools section. The owner of the
machine shop where we parked is Dona Mariana, +502-761-2807. Other Sites: Hiperpaiz,
Avenida Las Americas, Zona 3, allows parking in their lot.
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7th Ave. Shell Gas station is between 6th and 7th street,

next to Hotel Santo Tomas.
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(Mexican border) Rio Dulce
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Quetzaltenango

Day 27 Panajachel, Lake Atitlan. Hotel Vision Azul. (N14:44.936
W91:9.866). @ ® $6. Turn offt the Interamerican Highway
towards Solola west of Los Encuentros. Pass through Solola.
Turnoftf to Visiéon Azul is just before the town of Panajachel,
but the turn is too sharp for a motorhome. Continue into
town and turnaround at the bottom of the hill. Comments:
There is electricity and water available in the bar next to the
swimming pool. Bring a long extension cord and hose. This
was our favorite location. www.latinlatitudes.com gives a different view. Other Sites:
Panajachel. Hotel Tzanjuyu has space for parking many RVs. @ ©

Day 18 Antigua Guatemala. Private home. We found Antigua difficult to navigate. Ask a taxi or a
local guide to lead you to your destination. Comments: This town is not friendly to large
vehicles. To visit Antigua you might consider parking your motorhome at Hotel Vision Azul
at Lake Atitlin, and either rent a car or take a bus. There are plenty of good hotels and restau-
rants in Antigua. Other Sites, Antigua Guatemala: The Kirkbride party stayed at a regional
park called Florencia, just outside the village of Santa Lucia Milpas Altas (N14:34 W
90:41). Hotel Jorge, 4a. Avenida Sur, Calle del Conquistador No. 13, Tel/Fax: 832-3132)
(Plaxton). Plaxtons also stayed at the Hotel Santa Lucia. Hotel La Real Plaza, 9a Calle, Pte #40,
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Tel 832-2239, email operasa@itelgua.com. Experimental Botanical Garden “Valhalla”. Email
exvalhalla@yahoo.com and their website is www.exvalhalla.org. El Rosario at 5a. Avenida Sur
final No. 36. and Hotel Antigua at 8a Calle Pte 1. It is possible to get to both of these places
without going through the main town and they are near each other. Call these places in
Antigua before you go, and you might have to rent a room. Other Sites: Southern
Guatemala. The “best campground” in Central America is Turicentro Automariscos

(Plaxton). This is South of Guatemala on the road towards Escuintla between Amatitlan and
Palin at km marker 33.5. Telephone +502-330479.

Day 36 Esquipulas. Pollos Camperos Restaurant. $2 tip to
guard. Take the left fork at the approach into the town.
Follow signs to Pollo Campero, next to Basilica. We
parked right next to the restaurant with permission from
the guard. Comments: There are two huge grass parking
lots near the restaurant for pilgrims that flock on special
days. Adventure Caravans uses these lots when they come
through. There is a small charge.

Day 87 Rio Dulce. Bruno’s Hotel and Restaurant.
(N15:39.573 W89:00.122). ® ® $6.50. Brunos is
under the north end of the bridge over the river. There
is a small slip road on the east side of the bridge where
the north end of the bridge joins the town.
Northbound, make a U-turn immediately over the
bridge onto the slip road. About 50 yds. down you can
pass under the bridge to reach a gated entrance for -
Bruno’s. The clearance at this signposted underpass 1s too low for most RVs! Instead, contin-
ue about 300 yards towards the water where the bridge is higher oft the ground, and back-
track. Comments: Bruno’s is a hangout for the yachting crowd. For more on Rio Dulce see
http://www.mayaparadise.com/index.htm Other Sites: Planeta Rio (previously Hotel

Ensenada) on the south side of the river (N15:31 W 88:59). Finca Ixobel in Poptin is a
remarkable eco-tourism resort that allows camping. It’s about 3 hrs north of Rio Dulce and
1-1/2 hours south of Santa Elena. The resort is 2 km oft the main road. Turnoft near Km
376 marker (N16:18.558 W89:24.868). Cost about $3 per person. Buffet dinner for $4.50 and
many tours offered.

Day 89 Santa [lena, Cuevas Actun Can. (N16:54.206
W89:53.704). W $6.50. From the south go to Santa Elena.
Pass the Tikal turnoff, and airport, and keep right at the
Texaco station where the road becomes one way (this is la
calle). At the causeway to Flores, turn left on 6a Ave and
2 take it about 3/4 mile past the market and microwave

g towers to the end. Turn left about .2 miles, turn right at
~E the electricity generating plant and go another 0.6 miles
to the site. Comments: The caves are a tour opportunity. They close at 5:00PM but you can
park overnight. Carlos, the manager, is from California and speaks English. Bring a flashlight.
Tikal is 2 1-1/2 hour drive from here. Other Sites in Peten: (Courtesy Carol Kulish): Tikal
Ruins. On right just after Visitors Center. $7.00 Comments: Large grassy field with thatched
roof, cement floor palapas. Unisex bathroom and showers. Very quiet at night. Easy walk to
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tour the ruins and visit the museums. There is one small store and several restaurants. No pets.
Yaxja. This is 33 miles west of Melchor de Mencos, on the Belize/Guatelamala border, then
about 7 miles north on a passable dirt track during the dry season. Do not go in the rainy
season. $5. Comments: Large grassy field on Laguna Yaxja with toilets and palapa with pit
fireplaces. Restoration of the ruins is in progress. When the road is improved, it will rival its
neighbor Tikal.

Honduras (oays 37 -50, 86)

=
9, HONDUR

La Uﬁit{n

Santa Rosa
® de Copan . Valle de Angeles

-' Danli

Day 37 (opan Ruinas. Dofia Belia’s. $0. From the SW corner of
the Parque Central head three blocks west (watch for low
overhead cables in town), turn right (north), go to the end
of the block and turn left. This is the road out of town. Wind
to your left on this road and you will see the large dirt area
between cemetery and Dona Belia’s house. Coming from
Guatemala, the main road cuts off from the highway about 5
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miles from the border, but there is no sign. Look for a nicely paved and curbed road going to
the left as you head away from the border. If you come in on this road from the border you
go right by the cemetery before you enter town. Other Sites: R omilio Daniel Sandoval owns
Hotel and Restaurante Katu Sukchij and balneario about 9miles west of the El Florido bor-
der on the Guatemala side, east of Jocotan, Guatemala, at the Rio Grande river crossing at
a place called Puente Jupilingo, km 204 marker. +502-946-5205 (Spanish only). Gracias,
Lempira (N14:35 W88:35)...behind the DIPPSA gas station”. Lago de Yojoa (N14:56
W88:00). Finca las Glorias, a resort and conference center on the lake. We camped for free on
the soccer field.” Between Jesus de Otoro and Comayagua (N14:27 W87:38). Tracasa truck
stop. (Kirkbride/Regan).

Day 38 Copan Ruinas. Texaco Gasolinera (N14:50 W89:09).
@ ® $3.Take road to archaeological site, this is right next
to the site entrance. Comments: Electricity available
between the coke machines in front. They had water but
no pressure in the morning. Top off when you can. Other
Sites: We observed a nice Balneario in Santa Rita, 6
miles east of Copan ruins, 1 km west of Shell gas.

Day 40 Tela. Honduras Beach Plantation, Tela Beach Club
(N15:47.379 W87:30.770). @ ® $11.50. This is actually
in San Juan, about 5 miles west of Tela. Take 9a Calle
southwest until it turns left. Follow the dirt road straight
on for a few hundred yards, turn right and follow the signs
to “Tela Beach Club”, about 3 miles of dirt road through
the village of San Juan. Comments: The “Plantation” is a
private land development.They have eight cabanas for rent
about 400 yards off the beach where we parked. Electricity available at an outside plug of the
closest cabana, and we used an irrigation tap for a water hookup. Management said they would
rig up a dump to their septic tank with advance notice. This is a good self contained resort
with a nice beach, pool, bar and restaurant. Warning: watch for soft sand. Garifuna tours
(www.garifuna-tours.com) has an office in town on 9a Calle NE near the south corner of the
plaza. The Mango Café is the tour meeting area and also an interesting internet café. Other
Sites There is a Tourist Police oftice with secure concrete parking lot at the foot of 4a Ave NE
next to the beach. They are very helpful and you can camp for $1.75 per night. There is an
electrical outlet in the bathroom, and water. Other Sites: Tela (N15:44 W87:27) “Lancetilla
Botanical Gardens...and enjoyed the area.” (Kirkbride/Regan).

Day &3 Corozal (La Ceiba). Hotel Brisas del Mar (N15:47.237
W86:40.890). @W $3. Corozal is about 15 km east of La
Ceiba on the coast road towards Saba and Trujillo. To reach
Brisas del Mar, go about 0.2 miles east of the main Corozal
turnoft. Turn north at the small white sign for the hotel,
and follow the dirt road across railroad tracks to the beach.

cas L Comments: We met Francisco Vivas runs La Ceiba Eco-
tours in this area. AP 70, La Ceiba, Honduras, Ph. +504 443-4207. Other Sites: La Ceiba.
(N15:46 W86:52) “We had heard about an RV park run by a Canadian and found it just east
of La Ceiba. It was a very tight squeeze getting down the little dirt lane, and our CB antenna
was a casualty of the tree limbs.” (Kirkbride/R egan)
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Day &5 Trujillo. Christopher Columbus Hotel. (N15:55.592
W85:56.385). W ® O $0. Turn north from main road to
airstrip, about 1/2 mile east of town. Cross airstrip to large
hotel next to beach. Comments: We took advantage of their
electricity, water and sewer, and earned our keep by eating in
their restaurant and enjoying their Pifla Coladas. This is a
beautiful spot for a hotel stay too. Other Sites: Trujillo
(N15:54 W85:59) “Campamento, an RV park with cabanas and a restaurant right on the beach
west of town about 5 miles. We stayed five nights there and enjoyed getting to know Trujillo
and swimming at the beach in front of where we were parked. The owners, Orleis and Arturo
Ramos, were very friendly and welcoming.” (Kirkbride/Regan). Thor Janson recommends a
restaurant/campsite that is about half~-way between Trujillo and Puerto Castilla on the road
around the bay. As we left Saba going east we noted The Executive Hotel that had a pool and
a walled in lawn with easy access. It would have been suitable for camping. There is also an
enormous gravel lot, big enough for twenty motorhomes, oppo-
site the Texaco station in the town of Saba.

Day 48 La Union. Muralla National Park. (N15:5.837 W86:44.314).
$11 for the tour, for the two of us. Turn west oft main (dirt) road
into La Union and continue through town. There is a river to ford
which may flood in rainy season. At a Tjunction a sign directs you
8.4 miles (14 km) to the National Park. The park headquarters is
about a mile past the sign announcing entrance to the park.

Day 49 Valle de Angeles (Tegucigalpa). Parque Turistico.
(N'14:8.412 W87:2.400). W $3. Proceed 1.2 miles west of
Valle de Angeles, on south side of road to Tegucigalpa.
Comments: This is a large public park with swimming pool
and ball courts designed to handle day trippers from the cap-
ital. Plenty of space for caravans! Other Sites: Caravans stay
in Valle de Angeles near a “wood factory” and the pavilion
of arts and crafts has a large parking lot. (Plaxton)

Day 50 Danli. Esso Gasolinera. (N14:1.497 W86:35.085).
$1.20. This is on the west end of town on road from
Tegucigalpa (CA6). Comments: Vigilante on duty all
night. Pay money directly to him. Other Sites: Texaco in
town. Also there is a soccer field close to downtown we
were told could be used.

Day 83 San Jeronimo, near (holuteca. Pinto family farm and
refresqueria. (N13:11.173 W87:8.267). $0. This is oft main
road between Choluteca and the border at Guasaule (not
the Pan-American which goes to El Espino). Between Km
15 & 16, turn north on dirt road next to “Pepsi Emanuel”
store. Go about 1 km to end of dirt road and turn right. The

: Pinto shop and farm is a few hundred yards on your right.
Comments: One of our best experiences meeting the local people. See text.
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Nicaragua (ay 5151, 80 - 82)

NICARAGUA

Blue-

Rama
® fieldsg\

: Day 51 [steli. Colegio Adventista Maranatha (N13:4.211
: W86:20.933). @ ® $0.This is south of town, about 1/4 mile
south of the intersection of the Pan-American Highway and
Calle Principal. Turn west just north of restaurant Mirador,
with viewing tower. Colegio is about 100m oft highway.
Comments: Administrator Ronaldo gave us permission to
stay. Caretaker Alberto is on duty all night. Other Sites:
Ocotal (N13:06 W86:21). Gas station. Esteli. Fire depart-
ment “where we were made very welcome”. Sébaco
(N12:51 W86:06).“Just off the main highway in front of a large vegetable warehouse. .. We paid
the night watchman 100 cérdobas for watching our rigs.” (Kirkbride/R egan)
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Day 52 San Jorge, on Lake Nicaragua near Rivas. In a small park-
4 ing lot next to restaurant. (N11:27.554 W85:47.468). $0. Go
east from Rivas to San Jorge. Turn left at the main square of
San Jorge and right toward beach (La Playa) after a few
blocks. Comments: Park on hard packed sand beach or next
to restaurant. A caravan comes here once a year. Ometepe
Tours is to the right of the ferry entrance. (Sr. Cipriano
Quiroga +505 453-4779) Other Sites: There is a tourist restaurant and small zoo about 2
miles north of the Pefias Blanca border crossing. It has a very large flat area perfect for park-
ing. The restaurant has showers and water available, probably power also if you park next to
the restaurant. Also, 35 miles south of Rivas there appears to be camping opportunities at
Cabana Castilas and Hotel Colinas del Norte.

Day 80 Sto. Domingo, Ometepe Island, lake Nicaragua. Finca Sto. Domingo. (N11:30.737
W85:33.277) Hotel. $20. We parked our RV in the secure parking at the dock in San Jorge
and took a passenger boat to Moyogalpa, Ometepe. Comments: You could bring a small RV
on the ferry that runs from San Jorge. It would be an adventure and not worth it unless you
planned to spend several days on the island. Reservations recommended, 278-8190. The road
around the south side of the island from Moyogalpa around Concepcién is rough but OK.The
road north between Moyogalpa and San Marcos is terrible and not recommended. The
Isthmus road is OK as far as Belgue. Hotel rooms are cheap at Sto. Domingo beach. Hotel Villa
Paradaiso next door is recommended. Other Sites: “El Tesoro del Pirata” is on the South Side
of Concepcion. Inquiries may be made at Hotel El Pirata in Moyogalpa (tel 459-4262).There
is a bar/restaurant, a few new cabanas, restrooms and open air showers. Water & power is avail-
able. El Tesoro is reached by taking the road around Concepcion south from Moyogalpa about
12 miles. There is a turnoft signposted just beyond marker Km 11, which goes to the beach
(right turn). The campground is a kilometer or so down this road on the right (N11:29.359
W85:37.088). Camping fees for a motorhome would be less than $2. They also rent tents and
have the cabanas for about $4.

Day 81 Granada. Centro Turistico. (N11:55.264
W85:56.356). $4 plus tips to two vigilantes. From Parque
Colon, take Calle La Calzada east to lake front and turn
south. Entrance to Centro is directly in front. About 1/2
mile down row of bars and restaurants 1s a small place to
park on the east (left). Comments: We were expecting a
lot of activity but Friday night was quiet. Other Sites:
Managua. The Plaxtons parked their RV at the
Managua Camino Real while they took a flight to the
Corn Islands. The hotel is located at 9.5 km Carretera Norte, 1.5 km south of the airport.
Masaya. “We are camped in front of the police station along the malecén overlooking Laguna
de Masaya.” (Kirkbride/R egan)
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Day 81 ledn. Parking Lot, Salman Market. (N12:26.20 W86:52.96) @ ® $2. From Parque
Central, take 1a Av north three blocks, turn east (left) 3a Calle NE for three blocks, turn south
(left) on 4a Av NO. Parking lot is on east side (left) in 2nd full block between 2a and 1a Calle.
Comments: Electricity went off in the morning when they turned off the lights. Water pres-
sure 1s bad in the morning. Note: Road from Chinandega to Honduras border is terrible. It
took us nearly 5 hours to get from Le6n to Guasaules. Other Sites: A few miles west of
Nacoame, about 18 miles east of El Amatillo, there is a shallow river with a wide hard
packed gravel approach that would have made a great camp, or at least cool lunch stop.
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Costa Rica (ay 53-8, 74-76)

COSTA RICA

Day 535 km N of Liberia. Delfin Trailer Park. (N10:39.441
W85:28.156) W® O. $4 + $2 for the swimming pool.
Look on the west side of Interamerican Highway, 3 miles
north of Liberia. Comments: It is a large field with a long
white fence and a small sign next to the entrance. The place
is a decommissioned trailer park but there is a welcoming
. caretaker, and central water, electricity, dump and shade.
Other Sltes Parque National Santa Rosa, 22 m north of Liberia, has camping by the park
headquarters (4 miles from the highway). Pets are not allowed. There are also campsites on the
northwest coast that we didn’t visit. “Brasilito” near Flamingo Beach and North of
Flamingo, Playa Potrero reportedly have camping. Lonely Planet lists campsites near Playa
Tamarindo. Hotel Capazuri, 1.2 miles north of Cafas, has places suitable for camping
(phone +506-669-6280, fax +506-669-6080, Email capazuri@racsa.co.cr). A Shell gasoline
station 2 miles north of the route 18 turnoft from the Interamerican Highway, about 11 miles
south of Canas, has a huge parking area. Las Juntas. “...a jumping oft point for Monteverde.
We found a place to park the rigs at the Balneario Cayuco where we were assured that they
would be fine while we went off to other areas. We tipped the manager $16 U.S. when we got
back for all six rigs for 3 nights in his parking lot.” (Kirkbride/R egan)

Day 54 Puntarenas. Paseo de Los Turistas. (N9:58.469
W84:50.647). $0. Take main road (Rt. 17/ ave Central)
westward from the Interamerican Highway to the end of
the peninsula. Turn left onto Paseo de Los Turistas. Park any-
where along the beach. Comments: Puntarenas is active on
weekends, quieter camping is found toward the west end of
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the beach. Other Sites on the Central Pacific Coast of Costa Rica: There is camping at
Playa Herradura north of Jaco. Caravans have used the Marriott in Jac6. Parque Manuel
Antonio near Quepos has unconfirmed camping. RV parks can be found on the Nicoya
Peninsula at Tambor and Cabuya. “You can park near Playa Bejuco, between Jacé and
Quepos”. (Plaxton). Caravans we met drove from Palmar Norte to Quepos along the coast.
Some were spooked by the narrow railroad bridges they had to cross.

Day % San Antonio de Belén, San José. Belén Trailer Park, PO.
Box 143-4005, Belén, Heredia, Costa Rica. Phone 239-
0421, Email: lasutter@racsa.co.cr (N9:58.801 W84:10.727)
@ ® © $12. Exit Pan-American Highway just east of the
12k marker. Turn south toward San Antonio. After 0.4
miles, turn right at flashing yellow light (beginning of one
way). Take first left 0.1m, then 0.5m on left immediately
past gas station is the small, poorly signposted entrance to
the trailer park. If you miss it go forward about three blocks, turn left one block and return
on the parallel street where there is another entrance past a tall concrete wall. Comments: The
owner, Laurie, is a transplanted Californian. This is a good place to stop and regroup after
boondocking. Caravans stop here and do their Costa Rican tours by bus. Laundry and hot
showers are available.
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(OSTA RICA
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Day 57 Near fortuna. Tabacon Hot Springs. (N10:29.245
W84:43.380). $0. About 6 miles west of La Fortuna.
Comments: This is across the road from hot springs and
restaurant. Other Sites: Other RVers told us you could
camp on the grass next to Cabinas Sissy at the west end of
Fortuna. There is also campground across from the
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Arenal National Park entrance (N10:27.691 W84:44.404). In La Fortuna “we camped
right next to the bullring on a large gravel area in front of Hotel Dorothy (IN10:28 W84:39)
for free” (Kirkbride/Regan).
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Day 58 EI Castillo (Arenal Volcano). El Castillo. (N10:25.969
W84:45.001). $0. This is north of Tabacén. Turn toward
Volcan Natl Park on dirt road. 1.4 miles to Park Entrance, pass
entrance and turn left toward “Linda Vista” hotel. Two miles
on dirt road, turn right just past “Linda Vista” to pueblo of El
Castillo. Next to soccer field. Comments: Beautiful view of
the volcano across the lake. Horses are available to ride to
Monteverde.

Day 59 Monteverde. Ecological Reserve. $0 Follow signs to
reserve from Sta. Elena, through Monteverde to the end of
the road. Comments: We received permission to camp in the
lower parking that is usually closed at night. We had to prom-
ise to keep Brindle in the RV. The road to Monteverde may
be impassable in the wet season. Approaching from Tilaran is
better than directly from the Pan-American Highway.

Day 60 Sta. Elena/ Monteverde. Orquideas Bar and Hotel.
(N10:18.777 W84:49.650). $0 The bar 1s 1/2km out of Sta.
Elena on the San José road, on the left next to toll booth.
Comments: The owners, Danilo and Nadia Zamora, lived
in the States and speak English. They are very friendly and
helpful. Excellent view and wildlife.
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Day 63 San Isidro de [l General. Shell Gasolinera. (IN9:20.459
W83:40.374) $0 This is at the southern edge of town on
the Pan-American Highway. Comments: R estaurant next
door cooks traditional Costa Rican food. Other Sites:
Gas stations at the north end of town were hosting many
18-wheelers. North of San Isidro is a beautiful mountain-
ous area in the Rio Macho Forest Reserve. There were
several camping areas advertised oft the main road that we
didn’t explore. 60 miles south of San Isidro we found a nice pull off next to the Grande de
Terraba river just east of Palmar Norte (N8:57.896, W83:17.209). 3 miles south of Palmar
Norte there was a huge 24 hour gas station with plenty of camping room. The road to Golfito
is 26 km. Seven km before you reach Golfito there is camping at La Perruja Lodge (Box).The
beaches and National Parks in the area may provide camping venues.

Day 74 Puerto Viejo. Salsa Brava Restaurant (N9:39.532
W82:45.082) $0.This is in the center of town, two doors south
from the discotheque! Public parking is next to restaurant on
the beach. Comments: A more tranquil campsite might be at
north end of beach, about a mile from town. Other Sites: You
can camp by the beach in Manzanillo (Kirkbride/Regan).

Day 75 (ahuita Village. Under tree by beach. (N9:44.231
W82:50.337) $0. Turn oft the highway to Cahuita. Turn
right in town, left just before the National Park entrance.
Shady spot at end of street offers welcome coolness.
Comments: There is additional camping along black beach
about one mile north, and you might be able to camp in the
National Park without a pet.
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Day 76 (Guayabo. National Monument (N9:58.244
W83:41.363) $0. Take road to Guayabo monument from
Turrialba. The turn is signposted near the west end of
town. 11 miles on poor road takes about 45 minutes.
Comments: Archeological site is well worth visiting. We
parked on wide flat spot on road directly in front of
= ~ " entrance. No traffic at night. Other Sites: Guapiles.
stayed at the PoliDeportivo about 2 miles north of the highway on the road to Cariari near
the swimming pools (N10:14 W83:47). It was an incredibly wonderful facility and a secure
place to leave the rigs [while we went to Tortuguero]|. As always the group left a tip for the
watchman.” “...It was a beautiful mountainous drive through Turrialba to Orosi where we
spent the night in the center of town next to the soccer field in front of the church (IN9:48
W83:51 Elevation 3490).” (Kirkbride/R egan)

Panama (vays 64- 1)

@, Nombre de Dios

Valle de la Mina

Chiriqui Tolé
< 5

Peninsula dé&

Day 64 Tolé. Public commons. (N8:14.048 W81:40.387) $0.
Turn east oft highway 58 miles south of David. Comments:
Plenty of room for caravans. There is a fixture near the east
end of the commons where you might get electricity and
water by asking.
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' Day 65 Playa Santa (lara. Beach next to Restaurante Y
Balneario Playa Santa Clara. (N822.478 W806.402) (Turnoft
is N8:23.253 W80:6.600) W ® © $3 per person. The
turnoff for Playa Santa Clara is 4.2 miles east of Rio Hato
between Km markers 113 and 114.This is about 3 miles east
of the Santa Clara airport runway, which crosses the Pan-
American Highway. The turnoft is marked by an overhead
footbridge. The beach 1s 1.8 miles south at the end of the road. Comments: This is a beautiful
beach with cabanas. One power outlet is available at a cabana near the defunct pizza stand. There
is a latrine at the far end of parking area we used to dump our tanks. Water to fill tank is avail-
able outside a nicer restroom and shower closer to the entrance. We visited mid-week and had
the place to ourselves. Other Sites: Panama’s only true RV park with full hookups is just across
the highway from the Playa Santa Clara exit. Turn north oft the Pan-American Highway at
this exit, and 100 yards down the road is XS Memories (www.xsmemories.com, 507-993-3096).
Americans Dennis and Sheila run this secure, friendly, place, and arrange Kayak expeditions.
Caravans stay put here and visit Panama by coach. The food is excellent.

Day 66 Balboa, Panama (ity. Country Inn, Balboa Yacht Club.
(N8:56.486 W79:33.310). @ $0. Cross Puente de las
Americas eastbound and take 1st exit to Balboa. Turn left at
bottom of exit on Calle Amador (leading to causeway). Take
the first right. Comments: Balboa Yacht Club used to allow
camping but since the clubhouse burned down there does-
n’t seem to be a yacht club parking lot. The guard would not
let us overnight in the enormous lot.You might have better
luck. The hotel manager next door condescended to letting us stay in the hotel parking lot.
Other Sites: We heard that the Hotel Plaza Paitilla, Punta Paitilla, offered parking to Caravans
for the price of a room night. Locals suggested the parking lots of the Horoko Golf Course on
the West Bank, and the Summit Golf Course on the road north towards Gamboa, as well as the
Police Academy grounds. Another idea is to ask Kunkel-Weise, an engineering firm in the
Rodman compound. This is where a caravan stayed (Starcher). This area is reached from the west

side of the Bridge of the Americas. Take a road northbound from Lacona, about 1.2 miles west
of the bridge.

Day 69 Near Playa Maria Chiquita, Portobelo. Bar y Restaurante
Las Palmeras. (N9:27.329 W79:44.330) EL148 @ ® $5
dry. $8 w/elect. Take the trans-isthmus road from Panama to
Colon. Turn off towards Portobelo just north of Sabanita.
This Restaurante is 2 miles north/east of Playa Maria
Chiquita, or about 9 miles from the turnoft at Sabanita.
Comments: This is right on the beach. The Caribbean is
= cooler and more pleasant than Pacific Beaches. The owners
changed price on us when we decided to stay a second day.

Day 71 Playa langosta. Playa Langosta (Bar, Restaurant). (N9:28.223 W79:43.444). @ ® $10.
This is 10 m east of Sabinita, a couple of miles past Las Palmeras. Comments: Contrasted to
the black sand at Maria Chiquita and Las Palmeras, this is a wide white-sand beach. The help-
tul English speaking manager, Omar Vega, said power is available in the restaurant, but it is a
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: 7 long way from the beach parking. There is good snorkeling

and lobsters were being caught while we were there. Other
Sites: We took a day trip through Portobelo and on to Isla
Grande, or more correctly, La Guaira, which is the main-
land jumping off point to Isla Grande.You can park your RV
and take a boat to Isla Grande where there are numerous
hotels. Or you can spend the night in your RV on the main-
land. The Bananas Village Resort (www.bananasresort.com)
1s the classiest place on the island.

Day 73 Chiriqui Department. “Vista Hermosa”. (N8:40.450
W82:13.308) $0 This is near the continental divide, on
the road between Chiriqui and Chiriqui Grande. It is
27 miles north of the turnoff from the Pan-American
Highway, 1 mile N of a toll plaza. Comments: “Vista
Hermosa” is on a sign next to a residence where there is
a place to pull off the road. This was a cool respite from
the coastal heat. Other Sites: Between Chiriqui
Grande and Almirante. There is a place by the river between km markers 20 and 21 that
looks like a nice boondock. The Restaurante Onelys, just east of km 50 (village of Quebrada
Pitti), (N9:11.589 W82:20.308), 18 km south of Almirante. The manager, Pedro, welcomes
tourists. There is a large grass space to park and palapas. Water and electricity is available. There
is a terrific view of the archipelago.This is a tranquil venue compared to Almirante itself where
we would not recommend camping. If you take the boat from Almirante to Bocas del Toro,
you can park your RV at the fire station in Almirante.

El Salvador (pay s4-86)

Metapan

El

Amatillo
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Day 84 San Miguel. Shell Gasolinera. (N13:30.462 W88:9.185) @ ® ®© $0 (tip for guard sug-
gested). On CA7 from El Amatillo (not the Pan-American Highway). This is a better road
from the border. The gas station is on the east side of town, between km 140 and 141, on the
south side of the road, Ruta Militar. Comments: The station has electric hookups in the back
where you park. Water is available near the lube station. There is a concrete sewer cover in the
back which can be slid to the side for dumping. The owner said we could also dump into the
toilets. Showers are available. Other Sites: We were told that the Metrocenter in San Miguel
would make a suitable campsite.

Day 85 San Salvador. Hotel Marriott Parking Lot (ex Hotel
Presidente). (N13:41.535 W89:14.417) @ $1+tips. Turn
north on Ave. Revolucion off the Pan-American Highway
just after the turnoff to Autopista Sur (coming from the
south/west). Continue straight at the roundabout (traffic
circle) for Blvd del Hipodromo. Covered parking is oppo-

TR site. hotel. Comments: We stayed in the hotel but the
parking attendant said that we could stay in the vehicle. There might be electricity if you ask.

Day 86 Santa Ana. Centro Escolar Madre del Salvador.
(N13:59.373 W89:32.834) W $2 Contribution. 23 Ave Sur
between 7th and 5th Calle Oriente, near the Turicentro
Sithuatehuacan. From Parque Libertad, in the center of
town, take Libertad Oriente eastward. Turn right on 23rd
Ave Sur (this is two blocks west of the turicentro, look for
telephone kiosk on the southeast corner). Go three blocks. .
Church and school are on the left where the road splits into two one-way streets. Other Sites:

The Turicentro might let you stay if you arrive before closing. Hotel y Restaurante Montevista,
6 miles south of Frontera Anguita, north of Metepan. (N14:21.933 W89:26.960) has a big lot.

Other Sites in El Salvador courtesy of Kathe Kirkbride and Colleen Regan. San Miguel .. .at
another Shell Gas Station (N13:29 W88:28) for $2/night.” Playa El Espino on the Pacific Coast:
“...we were shown a place to park under a palapa for $5 for the day. This fee also included chairs
and a hammock hanging under another palapa right on the beach.” Santiago de Maria on either
side of the Parque Central (N 13:29 W 88:28 Elev 2181"). San Vicente at a Puma Gas Station
on CA-1 (N13:41 W88:46) “...where they had a large area where we could park and gave us per-
mission to stay the night. It was big enough that a largish caravan could fit; they were very wel-
coming of us and had a security guard 24 hours a day”” La Libertad. “...found an absolutely
delightful place to camp at a private recreation center called Rio Mar (N13:29 W89:17 E 46") just
east of town less than 2 miles. It has two swimming pools, a restaurant, lots of palapas, difticult
access to a rugged beach, and beautiful palm and almond treed grounds. We are being charged
$5/night per rig and think it is a bargain. Talking them into allowing us to stay after they close at
5:00 pm was another fine example of persuasive communication as they were definitely not open
to the idea when Colleen and I first approached them. After 5:00 we have the place to ourselves.”
Playa Costa del Sol, 30 miles east of La Libertad, Hotel Tesoro Beach .. .lends itself to large
RV caravans with tall rigs. Colleen talked to the receptionist there who said that RVs could stay
there and use the resort; ...the cost would be $15/day/rig. The beach is beautiful, clean, and has
good boogie boarding.”
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Day 90 Santa Elena. Caesars Place Guest House. (N17:12.261
W88:57.169) @ ® © $5 for water and sewage, $3.75 pp
camping. This is 6 miles east of the center of Santa Elena,
near milepost 60 on the north side of road. Look for the
signs for the Guest House and Gift Shop. Comments: It is
not dog friendly because of local guard dogs. There is a very
good gift shop here. Other Sites: Santa Elena. “...the
Inglewood RV Park on the western edge of town (N 17:08
W 89:05) ...is owned by Greg Carrillo who lived for 30 years in Southern California and has
now retired to his home country. The park is the nicest one we have stayed in our entire trip
so far. He charges $7.50/night with electricity extra if you need it.” (Kirkbride/Regan).
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Day 91 Hummingbird Highway. Ian Anderson’s Caves Branch
Adventure Company & Jungle Lodge. (N17:10.043
W88:41.012). @ $2.50 pp The turnoff is near milepost 33
on the Hummingbird Highway, almost across from the
Blue Hole swimming area. Tel +501-822-2800, fax 888-
265-4579 (US), www.cavesbranch.com. Comments: This
is an all inclusive eco-tourism resort, but there are no spe-
cial areas for RVs. Parking is available near the main building. Water hookups are along the dirt
road. You need to stay here to participate in their tours, which are among the best in Belize.
Dogs are accepted but they have territorial dogs on premises. Other Sites: Blue Hole National
Park allows overnight parking at the Visitors’ Center for $2.50. They can also arrange a guide
for cave tubing. Five Blue Lake National Park, closer to Dangriga at milepost 22, offers an
off the beaten track boondocking opportunity near lake. The unmanned Visitors’ Center is 4.5
miles off the highway on a dirt track. $4. Dangriga “...we found two places to stay and part
of the group stayed at a town park ...and the rest of us stayed in a grassy area near a bar called
the Malibu Beach Club by the Pelican Bay Resort (N16:59, W88:14). Both spots were free,
grassy and right on the beach.” (Kirkbride/Regan)

Day 91 Sittee River Village. Public park next to soccer field.
(N16:49.611 W88:18.072) $0. From southern highway take
Sittee Road east for five miles to Sittee River Village. The
Sittee Road turnoff is about 3 miles south of the Hopkins
turnoft. To get there from Hopkins, take Sittee Road
turnoff 1.7 miles south of the Hopkins Road intersection
with the main street. Other Sites: Several sites appeared
interesting along the beach in Hopkins and South of